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Subchapter I—Administration and Enforcement

Comm 66.01 Purpose. The purpose of this chapler is to
establish uniform statewide construction standards and inspection
procedures for muttifamily dwellings in accordance with the
requirements of ss. 101.14 (4m) and 101.971 to 101,976, Stats.

Notet This chapter cannotaddress every conceivable designoption. Pointsof code
application and clarification and formal code interpretations will be addressed and
issued from time to time and will be published in the monthly Wisconsin Building
Codes Reportavailzbie from the Safety and Buildings Division, P.O. Box 2509, Mad-
ison, Wisconsin 53701, telephone 608-267-4405.

History: Cr, Register, March, 1995, No, 471, off. 4-1-95.

Comm 66.02 Scope. (1) The requirements of this chap-
ter apply to all of the following:

(a) Every multifamily dwelling as defined in s. Comm 66.03
which is constructed after April 1, 1995,

(b) Every addition to an existing multifamily dwelling which
is constructed after April 1, 1995,

() Any building or portion of a building which is converted
to a multifamily dwelling after April 1, 1993, except as provided
in s, Comm 66.025.

{d) All remodeling or alteration which affects the structural
strength, fire hazard, exits, or required natural lighting, or the
replacement of major equipment; for a multifamily dwelling
constructed after April 1, 1995, These requirements do not apply
to minor repairs necessary for the maintenance of any building.

(2) Dormitories, rooming houses, and other places of abode
that are within the scope of ch. Comm 57 are not included in the
scope of this chapter.

{3) The scope of this chapter does not extend to driveways,
sidewalks, fandscaping, and other similar features not having an
impact on a multifamily dwelling.

Note: Building inspectors and fire inspectors have separate responsibilities in the
overall enforcement of this chapter. Nomally, a building inspector has primary
responsibility during construction of a building, while a fire inspector has primary
responsibility after a building is completed.

History: Cr. Register, March, 1995, No, 471, eff. 4-1-95.

Comm 66.025 Histeric building code. Buildings quali-
fied under ch, Comm 70 as being historic and which are elected
to be subject to that cade are not required to conform {o any of the
provisions of this chapter which are addressed by ch. Comm 70.

History: Cr. Register, March, 1995, No. 471, eff, 4-1-95.

Comm 66.03 Definitions. In this chapter:

(1) “Apartment building” means any building containing 3 or
more attached dwelling units, whether designated as apartment
house, tenement, rowhouse, townhouse, garden apartment, or any
other name.

(2) “Bedroom” means a room designed or intended to provide
a space forf sleeping, or aroom designated as “study” or “den” that
contains or is adjacent to a closet.

(3} “Condominium® means a multifamily dwelling subject to
condominium declaration under ch, 703, Stats.

{4) “Dwelling unit” has the meaning given in 5. 101.61 (1),
Stats.

Note: Section 101.61 (1), Stats.,, reads in part: “Dwelling unit™ means a struciure
or that part of a structure which is nsed or intended to be used as a home, residence
or sleeping place by one person or by 2 or more persons maintaining a common
household, to the exclusion of all others.

{4m) “Housing for the elderly” means a residential occu-

pancy building the construction of which is financed by govern-
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mental agencies with occupancy limited to people meeting spe-
cific age or disability criteria as specified by the financing agency.

(5) “Loft” means adwelling unit’s upper room or floor that has
at least 50% of the common wall open to the floor below.

(8) “Multifamily dwelling” has the meaning given in s.
101.971 (2), Stats. -

Wote: Secifon £D1.971 (2), Stats., reads: “Multifamily dwelling” means an apart-
ment building, rowhouse, town house, condominium or manufaciured building, as
defined in s. 10171 (6}, that does not exceed 60 feet in height or 6 stories and that
consistsof 3 or more astached dwetling units the injtial construction of which is begun
on or after January 1, 1993, “Multifamily dwelling” does not inciude a facility
licensed under ch, 50.

Note: Scction 101,71 (6), Stats,, reads: (a) “Manufactured building” means any
struciure or compenent thereof which is intended for use as a dwelling and:

1. Is of closed construction and fabricated or assembled on-site or off-site in
manufacturing facilities for instailation, connection, or assembly and installation, at
the building site; or .

2, Is a buitding of open construction whichis made or assembled in manufacturin
facilities away from the building site for installation, connection, or assembly and
installation, on the building site and for which certification is sought by the manu fac-
furer,

(b) “Manufactured building™ does not mean any manufactured home or mobile
h(ame under 5. 101.91 or any building oropen construction which is not subject to par.
{a) 2.

(7) “Municipality” means any city, village, town, or county in
this state.

(8) “Nondwelling unit portions” has the meaning given in s.
101.14 (4m) (a) 4., Stats.

Note: Section 101,14 {dm) (a)4., Stats., reads: “Nondwelling unit portions” means
the common use areas of a multifamily dwelling, including comidors, stairways,
basements, cellars, vestibules, atriums, community rooms, laundry rooms or swim-
ming pool rooms,

Note: Under this definition, an attached garage that serves a single dwelling unit
is not part of the nondwelling unit portions, because that garage is not a common use
area

{9) “Ramp” means a sloping floor or walk and the necessary
platforms or landings connecting them to form a continuous pas-
sage from one elevation to another.

(10) “Rowhouse” and “Townhouse” mean a building not
more than 3 stories in height, arranged to accommodate 3 or more
attached, vertically separated, side-by-side or back-to-back
dwelling units, with each dwelling unit served by an individual
exterior exit within 6 feet of the exit discharge grade,

(11) “Stairway” means one or more flights of steps and the
necessary platforms or landings connecting them to form a contin-
uous passage from one elevation to another.

{12} “Two-hour fire resistance” has the meaning given in s,
101.14 (4m) (a) Sm., Stats.

Note: Section 101.14 (4m} (a) 5m., Stats., reads: *“Two—hour fire resistance”
means 2-hour fire separations for all walls that separate dwelling units, exit corridors
and exit stair enclosures and for all floors and ceilings, so that the specified walls,
floors and ceilings are capable of resisting fire for a period not shorter than 2 bours.

{13) “Type X gypsum wallboard” means conforming to the
type X specifications in ASTM C 36, as adopted by reference in
s, Comm 51.25.

History: Cr. Register, March, 1995, No. 471, eff. 4-1-95; (4m) renum. from ILHR
5101 (710), am, (10}, Register, June, 1996, No. 486, ff. 7-1-96.

Comm 66.04 Limitations. (1) MUNICIPAL ORDINANCES.
(a) Except as provided in pars. (b) to {d), no municipality may
enact an ordinance on any subject falling within the scope of this
chapter, including establishing restrictions on the occupancy of
dwellings, for any reason other than noncompliance with the pro-
visions of this chapter, This chapter does not apply to cccupancy
requirements ocewrring after the first occupancy for residential
purposes following the final inspection.

{b) This chapter may not be construed to affect local require-
ments relating to land use, zoning, property line requirements, or
other similar requirements. This chapter does not affect the right
of municipalities to establish safety regulations for the protection
of the public from hazards at a construction site.

(c) Any municipality may, by ordinance, require permits and
fees for any construction, additions, alterations, or repairs not
within the scope of this chapter.
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(d) A municipality may regulate the construction and installa-
tion of windows and doors in multifamily dwellings if the regula-
tion is related to preventing illegal entry.

(e) Under subch. VIof ch. 101, Stats., only a municipality with
a preexisting stricter sprinkler ordinance as specified under par.
(g) may enact an ordinance requiring the automatic fire sprinkler
systemn protection or 2-hour fire resistance specified in 5. 101.14
{(dm) (d) and (e), Stats. Under s. 101.14 (4m) (am}, Stats., no
municipality may enact an ordinance specifying thresholds for
sprinkler protection or fire resistance that differ from s, Comm
66,33 (1) (a) or s. 101.14 (4m) (d) and (e}, Stats. Specifying the
thresholds in s, 101.14 (4m) {d) and (e} does not enable a munici-
pality to depart from any other criteria or procedure in this chapter.

Note: See Appendix for a tabular listing of the thresholds ins. 101.14 (4m) (d)

and {¢), Stats., and for a Jisting of the municipalities that the department belicves
have a preexisting stricter sprinkler ordinance.

(f) A municipality may not require backflow protection for
automatic fire sprinkler systems connected to plumbing systems
except where specified in ch. Comm 82,

{g) This chapter does not affect municipal requirements con-
tained in a “preexisting stricter sprinkler ordinance,” as provided
in 5, 101.975 (3), Stats.

Note: Section 101,975 (3, Stats., reads: In this subsection, “preexisting stricter

sprinkler ordinance™ means an ordinance that fulfills ali of the following require-
ments:

t, The ordinance requires an automnatic sprinkler system in multifamily dweilings
containing 20 or less attached dwelling vaits.

2. The ordinance was in effect on Janoary 1, 1992, and remains in effect on May
1, 1892.

3. The ordinance does niot conform to this subchapter and s. 01,02 (7m) oris con-
trary to an order of the department under ss. 101.01 to 101.25,

4, The ordinance is more siringent than the corresponding provision of this sub-
chapters or s, 101.02 or the contrary provision of an order of the department under
s, 101,01 to 101,25,

If a political subdivision has a preexisting stricter sprinkler ordinance, that ordi-
nance remains in effect, except that the political subdivision may amend the ordi-
nance to conform to this and s. 101.02 {7m) and to be not contrary to an order of the
department under ss. 101.01 to 101.25.

(2) Leoat responsBILITY. The department or the municipal-
ity having jurisdiction may not assume legal responsibility for the
design or construction of multifamily dwellings.

(3) RetroacTiviTy, The requirements of this chapter are not
retroactive. '

(4) INNOVATIVEDWELLINGS. No part of this chapter is intended
to prohibit or discourage the construction of innovative multifam-
ily dwellings, such as a building built below ground, a geodesic
dome, aconcrete building, a fiberglass building, or any other non-
conventional structure, provided written approval from the
department is obtained. Under this section, written approval from
the department includes an acceptance through preliminary
design consultation, plan review, petition for variance, official
code interpretations, material approval, or ofher written forms of
approval.

(5) CHANGE oF USE. (a) If the use of an existing building is
changed to a multifamily dwelling and the requirements of this
chapter are more stringent than those for the previous use, the
building shall be made to comply with the requirements of this
chapter except as provided in this subsection.

(b} The requirements for the new use may be modified through
written approval of the department,

{c} An existing building undergoing a change of use will not
be required to comply with the barrier—free environment provi-
sions of 5. Comm 52.04 unless the building undergoes physical
remodeling in accordance with the percentages established in s.
Comm 57.79,

Nofe: These exceptions do not allow exemption from the standards in the federal
Americans with Disabilities Act Accessibility Guidelines,

(d) If, upon inspection of an existing building, it is found that
the use has changed and the building does not comply with the
requirements of this chapter that were in effect at the time of the
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change, the building shall be made to comply with those require-
ments.

History: Cr. Register, March, 1995, No, 471, off, 4-1-95; am. (1) {e), Register,
June, 1996, No. 486, ¢ff. 7-1-96.

Comm 66,05 Jurisdiction. (1) MuNICIPALJURISDICTION.
Pursuant to ss, 101,14 {(4m) and 101.975, Stats., municipalities
may exercise jurisdiction over the construction and inspection of
new multifamily dwellings. Municipalities intending to exercise
jurisdiction shall adopt this chapter in its entirety. No additional
standards within the scope of this chapter may be adopted by the
municipality unless specific approval has been granted by the
department pursuant to s. Comm 66.27.

{2) DEpARTMENT JURISDICTION. Pursuant to s, 101.14 (4m),
Stats., the department will administer and enforce this chapter in
any municipality that has not adopted or is not covered by an ordi-
nance in accordance with this section. )

{3) UntrormrITY. Pursuant to s. 101.972, Stats., this chapter
shall be applied uniformly throughout the state. The responsibil-
ity for uniform interpretation and application of this chapter ulti-
mately rests with the department. Pursuant to ss. 101.972 and
101.974, Stats., the department may consult with the multifamily
dwelling code council established under s, 15,157 (12), Stats,, in
applying or modifying this chapter.

History: Cr. Register, March, 1995, No. 471, eff, 4-1-95; correction in (3) made
under s, 13.93 (2m} (b) 7., S1as,, Register, October, 1999, Neo. 526.

Comm 66.06 Designing requirements. (1) DesionN
Every new building or alteration to a building shall be designed
in compliance with this chapter.

{2) BUILDINGS CONTAINING NOT MORE THAN 50,000 CUBIC FEET
TOTAL VOLUME. The plans and specifications for every new build-
ing or alteration to a building, containing not moré than 50,000
cubic feet total volume, or addition to a building in which the vol-
ume of the addition results in the entire building containing not
more than 50,000 cubic feet total volume, may be prepared by a
registered architect, engineer, designer, contractor, or an autho-
rized agent,

(3) BUILDINGS CONTAINING MORE THAN 50,000 CUBIC FEET TOTAL
VOLUME. The plans and specifications for every new building or
alteration to a building, containing more than 50,000 cubic feet
total volume, or addition to a building in which the volume of the
addition results in the entire building containing more than 50,000
cubic feet total volume, shall be designed as follows:

(a) Building or structural design. The plans and specifications
for the design of the building shall be prepared, signed, and sealed
by a Wisconsin registered architect or engineer.

(b) Heating, ventilating, and air condifioning design. The
plans and specifications for the heating, ventilating, and air condi-
tioning system shall be prepared, signed, and sealed by a Wiscon-
sin registered architect, engineer, or designer of heating, ventila-
tion, and air conditioning systems.

(¢) Energy conservation design. The plans and specifications
for energy conservation design shall be prepared, signed, and
sealed by a Wiscensin registered architect, engineer, or designer
of heating, ventilation, and air conditioning systems.

(d) Fire protection design. The plans and specifications for a
fire protection system shall be prepared, signed, and sealed by a
Wisconsin registered architect, engineer, or designer of fire
protection systems.

Note: See s. Comm 51,01 (13%a) for definition of total volume,

Note: The above terms “registered architect, engineer, or designer” mean aregis-
tered architect, registered professional engineer, or designer as defined by the laws
regulating the practice of engineering and architecture, as found in ch, 443, Stats,
Designers are restricted to the specific limitations outlined ins. A-E 5.06, Sees, A-B
2.02 for rutes pertaining to signing, sealing, and dating of plans prepared by regis-
tered architects, registered engineers, or designers. In par. {d), “designer” also means
alicensed automatic fire sprinkler contractor,

Note: According to s. 87,30, Stats., every building, structure, fill, or development
that is placed or maintained within any flood plain is required to satisfy local or state
regulations adopted pursuant to that section, .

History: Cr. Register, March, 1995, No. 471, eff, 4-1-95,

Comm 66.10

Comm 66.07 Plans, specifications, and calcula-
tlons prepared outside Wisconsin. (1) GeneraL. Plans,
specifications, and calculations for multifamily dwellings under
s. Comm 66.06 (3) may be prepared by an architect or engineer
registered outside of the state of Wisconsin provided the condi-
tions of this section are satisfied.

(2) REGISTRATION. The state agency or entity that registers the
architect or engineer shall be an agency or entity recognized by the
department of regulation and licensing as having equivalent stan-
dards for registration.

(3) Smar. The plans, specifications, and calculations shall
bear the signature and seal or stamp of a registered architect or reg-
istered engineer.

(4) CermiEicatE. A certificate that is dated, signed, and sealed
by an architect or engineer registered in Wisconsin shall be
attached to the plans, specifications, and calculations. The certifi-
cate shall indicate that the plans, specifications, and calculations
were prepared in a state other than Wisconsin by an architect or
professional engineer registered in that state; describe the work
performed by the Wisconsin registered architect or engineer; state
that the plans and specifications have been reviewed and comply
with this chapter; and state that the reviewing architect or engineer
will be responsible for the supervision of the construction in
accordance with the requirements in s. Comm 66.09,

History: Cr. Register, March, 1995, No, 471, eff. 4-1-95.

Comm 66.09 Supervision. (1) GeneraL, All construc-
tions or installations under s. Comm 66.06 (3) shall be supervised
by a Wisconsin registered architect or engineer except that Wis-
consin permitted designers may supervise the instatlation of com-
ponents or systems within the field of their permit, The person
responsible for supervision shall also be responsible for the
construction and installation being in substantial compliance with
the approved plans and specifications. IF the supervising archi-
tect, engineer, or designer observes a nonconformance to this
chapter during or at the end of construction, the supervising indi-
vidual, together with the designing architect, engineer, or
designer, shall effect compliance or notify the department or its
authorized representative of the noncompliance.

{(2) Dumss. Supervision of construction is a professional ser-
vice, as distinguished from superintending of construction by a
contractor, and includes the performance or the supervision
thereof of reasonable on-the-site observations to determine that
the construction is in substantial compliance with the approved
plans and specifications. :

(3) NAME OF SUPERVISING ARCHITECT, ENGINEER, OR DESIGNER,
Prior to the start of construction, the owner of the building, whose
name must be a part of or accompany all plans submitted for
approval, or an authorized agent, shall designate in wriling to the
department or its authorized representative the name and Wiscon-
sin registration number of the architect, engineer, or designer
retained to supervise construction of the building or structure,

(4) CompLIANCE STATEMENT. Prior to initial occupancy of a
new building or addition, and prior to final occupancy of an alter-
ation of an existing building, the supervising architect, engineer,
or designer shall file a written statement with the department certi-
fying that, to the best of his or her knowledge and belief, construc-
tion of the portion to be occupied has been performed in substan-
tial compHarnce with the approved plans and specifications. This
statement shall be on a form prescribed by the department. Ina
municipality administering this chapter, a copy of this statement
shall be filed with the municipality.

Note: The depastment forms required in this chapter are available from the Safety
and Buildings Division at PO, Box 2509, Madison, W1 537012509, or at telephone
608/266-1818. Some of the department forms are also available at the Safety and
Buildings' web site at www.commerce.state.wi.us,

History: Cr. Register, March, 1995, No. 471, eff. 4-1-93,

Comm 66.10 Owner's responsibility. No building
owner may construct or alter any building or portion of a building,
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or permit any building to be constructed or altered, except in com-
pliance with this chapter. Compliance with this section does not
relieve the building owner from compliance with the administra-
tive rules established in other codes.

Note: Section Comm 66.06 (3) speciﬁes which plans and specifications must be
prepared by a registered architect, engineer, or designes. Section Comm 66,09 (1Y
specifies which construction st be supervised by a registered &rchltcci, engmeer,
or designer. Section Comm 66.09 (3) specifies the bmldmg owner's responsibilities
ininforming the department of the construction supervisor, Section Comm 66,09 (4)
specifies the requirements for filing compliance statements prior 1o occupancy. Sec-
tion Comm 66.12 requires submitial ef a building permit application form, and that
form niust be signed by the building owner or other applicant, Section Comm 66.14
specifies the requirements for plan submitial and approval, Section Comm 66.15
reqaires submittal of a plans approval application form, and that form must be signed
by the building owner.

History: Cr. Register, March, 1995, No. 471, eff. 4-1-95.

Comm 66.11 Wisconsin uniform multlfamily bulld-
ing permlit. (1) A building owner or authorized agent shall
obtain a Wisconsin uniform multifamily building permit from the
municipality administering and enforcing this code before any
on-site construction within the scope of this code is commenced,
including excavation for a building, except where a footing and
foundation approval has been issued under s. Comm 66.17 or
where a permit to start construction has been issued under s,
Comm 66.18.

(2) Pursuant to s. 66,036, Stats,, if the proposed construction
requires connection to a private onsite wastewater treatment sys-
tem, a Wisconsin uniform multifamily building permit may not be
issued unless conformance with s. Comm 83.25 {2) has first been
determined.

Note: See Appendix A for a reprint of 5. Comun 83.25 {2).

Note: This section and s. Comm 66.12 can be d1srcga.rdad where no municipality
administers and enforces this chapter.

History: Cr. Register, March, 1995, No, 471, eﬂ‘. 4--1-95; renum, 66.11 to be
66.1F (1} and er, (2), Register, April, 2000, No. 532, eff, 7-1-00.

Comm 66.12 Procedures for obtaining a uniform
multifamily bullding permit. (1) AppLICATION FOR A WIS-
CONSIN UNIFORM MULTIFAMILY BUILDING PERMIT. Application for
a Wisconsin uniform multifamily building permit shall be on a
form obtained from the department or on a form obtained from the
municipality administering and enforcing this chapter. Forms
provided by the municipality shalt include all the information pre-
scribed by the department. No application may be accepted that
does not contain all the information requested on the form.

Note: The depariment forms required in this chapter are available from the Safely
and Buildings Division at RO, Box 2509, Madisen, WI 53701~2509, or at telephone
608/266-1818. Some of the department forms are also available at the Safety and
Buildings' web site at www.commerce. state.wi.us.

Note! Section 101.973 (5) requires the deparimeni 10 collect and publish data
secured from multifamily building permits.

Note: Any municipality exercising jurisdiction may require reasonable supple-
mentary information not coatained on the Wisconsin multifamily building permit
apptication,

(2) FILING OF A WISCONSIN UNIFORM MUETIFAMILY BUILDING
PERMIT APPLICATION. A Wisconsin uniform multifamily building
permit application shall be filed with the municipality administer-
ing and enforcing this chapter or its authorized representative.

{3) PerwmiITFEES. The municipality shall, by ordinance, deter-
mine fees to coverexpenses for issuance of the Wisconsin uniform
multifamily building permit. Fees shall be submitted to the
municipality when a Wisconsin uniform multifamily building
permit application is filed there.

(4) Issuance oF PERMITS. A Wisconsin uniform multifamily
building permit shall be issued if the department and municipal
requirements for filing and fees are satisfied and the plans have
been conditionally approved. The municipality may require a
building permit card to be posted in a conspicuous place at the
dwelling site. The pertnit shall expire 2 years after issuance if the
dwelling exterior has not been completed, unless the permit has
been extended by the municipality or the department for a period
of up to 2 years. A municipality issuing the permit shall either
send a copy of the application to the department or tally and trans-
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fer the data to the department in either written or elecironic-based
format.

(5) ACTION TO APPROVE OR DENY. Action to approve or deny
a uniform multifamily building permit application shall be com-
pleted within 15 business days of receipt of all forms, fees, plans,
and documents required to process the application. Denied
applications shall include a written statement specifying the rea-
sons for denial.
History: Cr. Register, March, 1993, No. 471, off. 4-1-95.

Comm 66.13 Suspension or revocation of Wiscon-
sin uniform multifamlly building permit. The department
ot the municipality administering and enforcing this chapter may
suspend or revoke any Wisconsin uniform muliifamily building
permit if it appears that the permit or plan approval was obtained -
through fraud or deceit, where the applicant has willfully refused
to correct a violation order issued under s. Contn 66.23, or where
the inspector is denied access to the premises, No construction
may take place on a multifamily dwelling after suspension or
revocation of a permit,

History: Cr. Register, March, 1995, No. 471, eff. 4~1-95.

Comm 66.14 Plan submitfal. (1) Types oF PLAN
APPROVAL. The following types of plans shall be submitted to the
department or its authorized representative for examination and
approval before construcuon for a multifamily dwelling is com-
menced:

{a) General building plans.
(b) Structural plans.
{c) Heating and ventilating plans

{d) Data and information refative to the requirements of chs.
Comm 63 and 64, for the replacement of a major piece of heating
or air conditioning equipment,

(e) Alteration plans for existing buildings except for those
alterations involving changes in interior finishes only.

(f) Footing and foundation plans.

(g) Fire escape plans.
Note: See s. Comm 66.24 (5) for plan submittal procedures in certified municipali-
ties.
Note: Section 101.12 (3) {k), Stats., prohibits local issuance of penmits or licenses
for construciion or use of public bulldings until drawings and caleulations have been
examined and approved by the department or its authorized representative.

(2) PLANS AND SPECIFICATIONS. (a) General. 1. Atleast 4
complete, bound sets of plans, which are clear, legible, and perma-
nent copies, and one copy of specifications shall be submitted to
the departinent. The plans shall be bound in a manner that enables
them to be reviewed without removing the binding.

.2. All plans shall contain the address of the building, the name
of the building owner, and the name of the person who prepared
the plans. Plans prepared by a registered architect, engineer, or
designer shall be signed, sealed, and dated in accordance with s.
A-E 202,

(b) General building plans. 1. ‘Plotplan.’ a. The location of
the building with respect to property lines, lot lines, adjoining
streets, alleys, and any other buildings on the same lot or property
shall be indicated on the plot plan. Forrecycling space designated
adjacent to a building, as specified in s. Comm 52.24, the area and
dimensions shall be indicated on the plot plan. A small-scale plot
plan shall be submitted onan 8 1/2" x 11” sheet for projects con-
taining multiple buildings. For purposes of this requirement, a
plot plan does not have to be a certified survey map.

b. The site plan shall clearly indicate the location of a barrier—
free accessible building and its accessible entrances; the exterior
accessible route to, from, and between all accessible parking
spaces; the size and location of accessible parking spaces; the gra-
dient or slope information for all walks and ramps on accessible
routes; any recreational and public facilities and areas on the site;
public transportation stops adjacent to the property; sidewalks;
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public streets, if the site plan is not on the same sheet as the plot
plan; and, if provided, passenger loading zones,

2. ‘Floor plans.” Floor plans shall be provided for each floor.
The size and location of all rooms, doors, windows, fire walls, foi-
let facilities, structural features, exit passageways, exit lights, fire
alarms, standpipes, stairs, and other pertinent information shall be
indicated. Schematic exit plans shall be provided for large build-
ings, indicating normal paths of egress.

3. ‘Elevations.” The elevations shall contain information on
the exterior appearance of the building; indicate the location and
size of doors, windows, roof shape, chimneys, exterior grade,
footings, and foundation walls; and include information about the
exterior materials.

4. ‘Sections and details,” Sections and details shall include
information to clarify the building design.

5. ‘Interior barrier—free design information.” The general
building floor plans, elevations, and sections shall clearly show
the following:

a. All barrier—free accessible routes through accessible build-
ings, facilities, tenant spaces, and living units.

b. The design and location of all interior and exterior ramps,
inctuding the gradient or slope information.

c. The areas of rescue assistance in multilevel buildings,
including dimensions of the area and the fireresistive construc-
tion details,

d. The location and type of mechanical vertical transportation
equipment, such as elevators and lifts, and the shaft design.

e. The design of bathrooms, toilet rooms, and unisex toilet
rooms, including door clearances; lavatory or vanity design;
plumbing fixture mounting heights; turn—around spaces; clear
spaces required for plumbing fixtures; and the size and arrange-
ment of toilet compartments.

{c) Heating, ventilating, and air conditioning plans. Heating,
ventilating, and air conditioning plans shall indicate the layout of
the system, including location of equipment and size of all piping,
ductwork, dampers, fire dampers, chimneys, vents, and controls.
‘The quantity of outside air introduced to each zone and the quan-
tity of supply air and exhaust air for each room shall be listed on
the plans. The type of equipment and capacities shall be indicated
on the plans or equipment schedules. Input and output capacities
shall be included for heating equipment,

(d) Specifications. The specifications shall be properly identi-
fied with the drawings and describe the quality of the materials
and the workmanship. :

(e) Schedules. Schedules shall be provided which contain
information pertinent to dooers, room finishes, equipment, and the
use of all rooms and number of occupants accommodated therein,
unless this information is indicated on the plans.

Note: Original drawings are not considered a substitute for permanent coples,
Note: Duplicate information need not be submitted when heating, ventilating, air
conditioning, and building plans are submitted simultaneously.

Note: For pit depth and overhead clearance requirements applicable to design of
clevator hoistways, see ch. Comm: 18, Elevator Code.

(3) Dara rEQUIRED, (a) General. All plans submitted for
approval shall be accompanied by sufficient data and information
for the department or its authorized representative to judge if the
design of the building, the capacity of the equipment, and the per-
formance of the system will meet the requirements of this chapter.

(b) Structural data. 1. Sample structural calculations, includ-
ing the assumed bearing value of soil, live loads and itemized dead
loads, unit stresses for structural materiats, and typical calcula-
tions for slabs, beams, girders, columns, and trusses, shall be sub-
mitted. Typical wind and bracing calculations and diagrams,
including the manner in which shear transfer is made between
resisting elements, shall also be included. Complete structural
calculations shall be furnished upon request of the departinent or
other authorized approving official.
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2. The building designer shall submit one copy of the follow-
ing minimum- information for structural components, such as
wood tritsses, precast concrete, laminated wood members, steel
joists, and steel girders, when the component fabricator is speci-
fied as being responsible for the component design:

a. Structural framing plan,

b. Bearing support and connection details of the component
to the structure,

¢. Design loads, including location and magnitude of uniform
superimposed dead and live loads; concentrated dead and live
loads; nonuniform snow loads; wind and bracing loads for each
component system; and wind, bracing, and gravity forces required
to be developed at interfaces with other materials.

d. Required fire rating.

e. Outside configuration of components.

f, Permanent bracing systen.

3, The building designer shall also submit the following infor-
mation with the initial building plan submittal or the compenent
plan submittal:

a. A framing plan showing all members and labels, handling
and erecting or other special installation instructions, and any
required permanent bracing which was the basis for the compo-
nent design.

b. Information regarding the member design of the foilowing
structural components: web configuration, stress diagram or tabu-
lation of axial force in the members, member size, grade of lum-
ber, fabricated splices, and member bracing, for wood trusses;
web configuration, stress diagram or tabulation of axial force in
the members, member size, steel yield, fabricated splices, and
number bracing, for steel joists and joist girders subjected to non-
uniform loading; specified concrete strengths, prestressing data
including final effective forces and centroids, mild reinforcing
including release and confinement steel, shear reinforcing, and
stripping, transportation, and erection handling points, for precast
concrete members; and species of wood, bending stress of wood,
adhesive, and member sizes, for laminated wood members.

¢, Information pertaining to the design of connections within
or between like components for the following structural compo-
nents: web and chord connection details and connector plate hold-
ing values, for wood trusses; web and chord connection details,
for steel joists and joist girders subjected to nonuniform loading;
bearing confinement steel, dapped end reinforcing, corbel rein-
forcing, bearing pads, and loose and embedded connection steel
including welding and bolting requirements, for precast concrete
members; and member connection and bearing details, for lami-
nated wood members.

4. For the purposes of this paragraph, the department does not
consider truss layout plans or truss erection plans as architectural
practice or engineering practice, and therefore, such plans are not
required to be signed and sealed or stamped in accordance with s,
Comm 66.06 or 66.07.

5. Information regarding reinforcement, concrete strength,
and fire resistive ratings for precast concrete components may be
provided in either the specifications or calculations furnished with
the precast concrete plans,

(c) Energy conservation data. Calculations and specifications
that contain the details and data required by s. Comm 63.01 shall
be submitted for the types of projects outlined in 5. Comm 63.001.
The submittai shall be on forms provided by the department or
other forms approved by the department.

Note: See A50.12 of the appendix of chs. Comm 50 to 64 for sample copies of
forms.

(d) Heating and ventilating data. A description of the
construction for the walls, floors, ceilings, and roof and the trans-
mission coefficients of the construction materials shall be fur-
nished, The calculations shall inciude heat losses for the individ-
nal rooms, including transmission, infiltration or ventilation
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losses, whichever are greater; a summary of the total building heat
loss expressed in Btu/hour or watts; heat gain calculations for air
conditioning systems; ventilation calculations, including outside
air requirements for each space and ventilation system expressed
in cubic feet per minute or liters per second; and percent of outside
air at maximum and minimum flow rates when the building is
occupied.

Note: If the code does not speeify a required cafculation method, the depaniment
will accept a5 the basis for calculations and design data the methods and starndards
recommended by the Mechanical Contractors’ Association of America; the Ameri-
can Society of Heating, Refrigerating and AirConditioning Engineers; and the Insti-
tate of Boiler and Radiator Manufacturers,

(e) Datu for recycling space. Verifiable data or calculations
and specifications shall be submitted in accordance with s. Comm
52.24 for determining adequate space for the separation, tempo-
rary storage, and collection of recyclable materials.

(f) Additional data. When requested by the department or its
authorized representative, additional data pertaining to design,
construction, materials, and equipment shall be submitted for
approval.

Note: Section Corm 66.14 was revised in December, 1995, effective Apil [,
1996, On April 6, 1996 the department of industry, Jabor and human relations pab-
lished an emergency rule stating that the effective date of the Drecernber, 1995 rule
revision was delayed, A permanent rule was adopted in December, 1996 stating that
the revised text of s, Comm 66,14, as published, would be effective April 1, 1997.

History: Cr, Register, March, 1995, No. 471, eff. 4--1-95; r. and recr. (3) {¢) and
{d}, Register, December, 1995, No. 480, eff. 4-1-96; . and recr. (3) {d), Register,
December, [996, No. 492, eff. 4-1-97; 1. and recr. (3) (c), (4}, Repister, March, [997,
No. 495, eff, 4-1-97,

Comm - 66.15 Application for approval. A plans
approval application form prescribed by the departiment and the
fee specified in ch. Comin 2 shall be included with the plans sub-
mitted to the department. The department shall review and make
a determination on an application for plan review within 15 busi-
ness days of receipt of the application and all forms, fees, plans,
and documents required to complete the review.

Note: The department forms required in this chapter are available from the Safety
and Buildings Division at PO, Box 2509, Madison, WI 53701--2509, or at telephone
608/266-1818, Some of the department ferms are also available at the Safety and
Buildings' web site at www.cornmerce, state.wi.us.

History: Cr, Register, March, 1995, No. 471, eff. 4--1-95.

Comm 66.16 Department approval of plans.
(1) Prax aApprOVAL. If the department determines that the sub-
mitted plans and application for approval substantially conform
to this chapter and other legal requirements, an approval shall be
issued. The plans shall be stamped “conditionally approved.” At
least one copy shall be returned te the applicant and at least one
copy shall be retained by the department. The conditions of
approval shall be indicated in a letter to the applicant and the
building owner. AH conditions of the approval shall be met during
construction,

(2) DisAPPROVAL OF PLANS. If the departinent determines that
the plans or the application for approval do not substantially con-
form to this chapter, approval shall be denied. A written statement
specifying the reasons for denial shall be sent to the applicant and
to the building owner. Plans which do not substantially conform
to this chapter shall be stamped “not approved.” One copy shall
be returned to the applicant and one copy shall be retained by the
department,

History: Cr. Register, March, 1995, No. 471, eff, 4-1-95.

Comm 66,165 Revlsions to approved plans. (1) All
revisions and modifications which involve provisions of this
chapter and which are made to plans or specifications that have
previously been granted approval by the department or municipal-
ity shall be submitted to the department or municipality for
review. Revisions or modifications to approved plans may be
shown on 8 1/2- by I1-inch addendums to bound plans,

{2) All revisions and modifications to the plans shall be
approved in writing by the department or municipality prior to the
work involved in the revision or modification being carried out.
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(3) Arevision or modification to a plan, drawing, or specifica-
tion shall be signed and sealed in accordance with s, Comm 66.06
(3} or 66.07, if applicable.

History: Cr. Register, March, 1995, No, 471, ¢ff, 4-1-95.

Comm 66.17 Footing and foundation approval.
(1) The depariment ot its authorized representative, as provided
in s. Comm 66.24, may conditionally approve footing and founda-
tion plans, to permit construction of footings and foundations
prior to the examination and approval of the complete plans, upon
submission of all of the following:

(a) The plans approval application form specified in s. Comim
66.15 or 66.24 (5) (d) 3. b., whichever is applicable.

Note: The department forms required in this chapter ate available from the Safety
and Buildings Division at PO, Box 2509, Madison, WI 537012509, or at telephone
608/266-1818. Some of the department forms are also available at the Safety and
Buildings’ web site at www.commerce,state.wi.us,

(b) The fee specified in ch, Comm 2 or 5. Comm 66.24 (7),
whichever is applicable.

(c) Atleast4 bound sets of footing and foundation plans which
include a plot plan and which are signed and sealed in accordance
with s. Comm 66.06 (3) or 66.07, if applicable.

(d) Atleast I set of all of the following:
1. Schematic floor plans indicating the exits.
2. Building elevations.
3. Itemized structural loads.
4. Structural footing and foundation calculations.

{2) The department or its authorized representative shall
review and make a determination on an application for footing and
foundation approval within 15 business days of receipt of the
application and all forms, fees, plans, and documents required to
complete the review. :

Hisfory: Cr. Register, March, 1995, No. 471, eff. 4-1-95.

Comm_ 66.18 Permission to start construction.
(1) The department or its authorized representative, as provided
in s, Comm 66.24, may grant a permission to stari construction for
the footings and foundations upon submission of the following:

(a) The plans approval application form specified in 5. Comm
66.15 or 66.24 (5) (d) 3. b, whichever is applicable.

{b) 1. At least4 bound sets of building plans as specified in
s. Comm 66.14 (2) or the number of copies required under s.
Comm 66.24 (5) (d), whichever is applicable, and one copy of
specifications, or

2. Atleast 4 bound sets of fooling and foundation pians and
the information specified in s. Comm 66.17 (1) (d).

{c) A written request by the building owner to star{ construe-
tion, on a form prescribed by the department.

(d) The fee specified in ch. Comm 2 or 5. Comm 66.24 {7),
whichever is applicable.

Note: The department forms requived in this chapter are available from the Safety
and Buildings Division at P.O. Box 2509, Madison, WI 537012509, or at telephone
608/266-1818. Some of the department forms are also available at the Safety and
Buildings' web site at www.commerce.state.wius.

{2) Building owners who submit a permission to -start
construction form proceed at their own risk without assurance that
a conditional approval for the building will be granted.

(3) The department or its authorized representative shall
review and make a determination on an application for permission
to start construction within 3 business days of receipt of the
application and all forms, fees, plans, and documents required to
complete the review.

History: Cr. Register, March, 1995, No. 471, eff. 4-1-95,

Comm 66.19 Evidence of plan approval. The archi-
tect, engineer, designer, builder, manufacturer, or buitding owner
shall keep at the building site one set of plans bearing the stamp
of conditional approval and a copy of the specifications, The
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plans shall be open to inspection by an authorized representative
of the depariment or municipality.
History: Cr. Register, March, 1995, No, 471, eff. 4-1-95,

Comm 66.195 Sprmkler documents. (1) PLaNs. (1)
1. Except as provided in subd. 2., where automatic fire sprinkler
sysfems are to be installed or altered sprinkler plans and specifi-
cations shall be present at the installation site and made available,
upoen request, to the department or municipality, and their autho-
rized representatives.

2. a, When a project involves the alteration or addition of 20
or fewer sprinkler heads to an existing automatic fire sprinkler
system, sprinkler plans and speciﬁcations shall not be required to
be present at the installation site or made available unless required
by local ordinance,

b. When sprinkler plans and specifications are not provided
for a project involving the alteration or addition of 20 or fewer
sprinkler heads to an existing automatic fire sprinkler system, the
automatic fire sprinkler contractor responsible for the work shall
provide a writien description of the type and scope of the work.
The description shail be included with the material and test certifi-
cate, if required. The description shall be made available, upon
request, to the department or mumc1pal1ty, and their authorized
representatives.

(b) The sprinkler plans at the installation site shall be:

i. Signed and sealed in accordance with s. A-E 2.02 by an
architect, engineer, or sprinkler designer who is registered or per-
mitted by the department of regulation and licensing; or

2. Signed, including license number, and dated by an auto-
matic fire sprinkler contractor who is responsible for the installa-
tion of the sprinklers and whe is licensed by the department.

(c) Where automatic fire sprinkler plans are required by local
ordinance to be reviewed and approved by a local governmental
agency or their agent, the sprinkler plans at the mstallatwn site
shall bear evidence of that approval.

(d) The plans for the automatic fire sprinkler system to be at
the installation site shall include at least:

1. The name of the:

a. Owner of the building.

. Occupant or oceupants in the building.

. The location or address of the building.

. A full height cross section through the building.
. The location within the building of:

Partitions, walls, and fire walls.

. Concealed spaces, closets, attics, and bathrooms,
. Sprinklers.

Alarms,

. Pumps, valves, drain pipes, and test connections.
. Pipe hangers and supports.

5. The occupancy class of each area or room within the build-
ing as defined in s. Comm 51.01 (87).

6. The sources of water supply, including the static pressure,
residual pressure, the flow, and the dafes and time of determina-
tion for each,

7. The lecation and size of:

a. All aboveground and underground piping.

b. Hose outlets.

8. The number of sprinklers on each riser per floor.

9. The relative elevations of sprinklers, junction points, and
supply peints.

{e} The specifications for the automatic fire sprinkler system
to be at the installation site shall include at least:

1. The type of materials and devices that comprise the sprin-
kler system.

2. The settings of pressure reducing valves.
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3. Type and amount of antifreeze solutions being employed,
if any.

{2) SPRINKIER MATERIAL AND TEST CERTIFICATES. (a) Where
automatic fire sprinkler systems have been installed or altered,
completed sprinkler material and test cerlificates shall be made
available, upon request, to the department, its agent, or local gov-
ernmental agencies exercising jurisdiction.

{b) A sprinkler material and test certificate shall provide at
least the information as enumerated in s. 8—1 of NFPA 13 ors. 2—1
of NFPA 13R, as adopted by reference in s, Comm 51,25, depend-
ing upon the type of sprinkler systemn.

History: Cr. Register, March, 1995, No. 471, eff, 4-1-95,

Comm66.20 Revocation of approval. The department
or municipality may revoke any approval that they issue under the
provisions of this chapter, for any false staternents or misrepresen-
tation of facts on which the approval was based.

Hlstory: Cr. Register, March, 1995, No. 471, eff. 4-1-95,

Comm 66.21 Expiration of plan approval and exten-
sion of plan approval. (1) EXPIRATION OF PLAN APPROVAL. (&)
Building shell, Plan approval by the department or its authorized
representative for new buildings and building additions shall
expire 2 years after the approval date indicated on the approved
building plans if the building shell is not closed in within those 2
years.

(b} Occupancy. Bxcept as provided in sub. (2), plan approval
by the departinent or its authorized representative for new build-
ings and building additions shall expire 3 years after the approval
date indicated on the approved building plans if the building is not
ready for occupancy within those 3 years.

(c} Alrerations. Bxcept as provided in sub. (2), plan approval
by the department or its authorized representative for interior
building alterations shall expire 1 year after the approval date indi-
cated on the approved building plans if the alteration work is not
completed within that year.

(d) HVAC construction only. Except as provided in sub. (2},
plan approval by the department or its authorized representative
for heating, ventilating, or air conditioning construction that does
not include any associated building construction shall expire 1
year after the approval date indicated on the appreved plans if the
building or building area affected by the plans is not ready for
occupancy within that year.

- {2) EXTENSION OF PLAN APPROVAL. Upon request and payment
of the fee specified in ch. Comm 2, the expiration dates in sub, (1)
(b), (c), and (d) shall be extended for one 1-year period provided
the request is submitted prior to expiration of the original
approval.

Notet According tos. 66.05 (1) (a), Stats., the local governmental body or bailding
inspector may order the razing of buildings or portions thereof, where there has been
a cessation of normal construction for more than 2 years.

History} Cr. Register, March, 1995, No. 471, eff. 4-1-95.

Comm 66.22 Deslgn responsibility. A conditional
appraval of a plan by the department or municipality may not be
construed as an assumption of any design responsibility.

Hisfory: Cr. Register, March, 1995, No. 471, eff. 4-1-95.

Comm 66.23 Inspections. (1) CERTIFICATION OFINSPEC-
TORS. All inspections for the purpose of administering and enforc-
ing this chapter, excepl for inspections performed by fire inspec-
tors, shall be performed by a certified commercial building
inspector. Certifications shall be in accord with the requirements
in ch. Comm 5 for certified commercial building inspectors.

(2) REQUIRED INSPECTIONS. Inspections may be conducted by
the department or the municipality administer